Joint Commission veers from hard-line approach.
Three months ago, the prevailing wisdom was that the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations had taken a harder line in light of recent criticism that it was soft on the hospitals it accredits. Exhibit A was the Joint Commission's unexpected decision to slap Shady Grove Adventist Hospital with preliminary non-accreditation. Now, however, JCAHO's Accreditation Committee has rescinded that decision, and its new revision to its public information policy turns out to be more style than substance.